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Big Pillar Point project
draws Iocal opposition

Neighbors want

shopping mall,
lighthouse deleted

By Stanton Samuelson
OF THE EXAMINER STAFF

REDWOOD CITY — Coastside
residents fuming over plans for a

$20 million resort complex at Pillar .

Point Harbor are trying to per-
suade county supervisors to block
the project.

“I think we have a chance, but
what kind, I just don't know,” said
Larry De Young, chairman of the
citizen group seeking a greatly
scaled-down plan when the San
Mateo County Board of Supervi-
sors meets Tuesday. “If we lose,
then we'll go to the (California)
Coastal Comrmsmon and then to
the courts.”

At a supervisors' meeting last
month, hundreds of residents
crowded the Coastside Community
Center in Half Moon Bay to com-
plain that the project would cause
monstrous traffic jams and block
views of the ocean.

Pillar Point Properties Inc., the
developer, has opposed cutting
back the 7-acre complex, which it
says “will enhance the character of
Princeton Harbor and offer a di-
verse array of amenities to the ...
coastal traveler.”

Plans call for a large restaurant,
a 95-room hotel, a mall with up to
25 small shops and a lighthouse.

“Our project is fully compatible
with all of the ordinances and regu-
lations,” says George Auld, vice

president of Pillar Point Proper- .

ties. “In 2% years of discussions
and planning, we've made certain
that we're in full compliance with
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the county’s coastal plan.”

Auld, who said there was no rea-
son to reduce the project’s size,
added: “Even allowing appeals (by
opponents) to the Coastal Com-
mission, there's a good chance we
could start construction by mid-
summer.”

He promised that the planned
75-foot light, also a major source of
controversy, would be a “subtle
landmark” in keeping with the
coastal development act. He said
the project would eventually be-
come a tourist attraction.

Auld said studies showed that
the harbor village, to be built at
Highway 1 and Capistrano Road,
would result in about 150 full-time
jobs and produce $1.3 million an-
nually in tax revenue.

Opponents aren't convinced.

“We want the lighthouse and
mall deleted, although we wouldn’t
oppose shops in the hotel,” De
Young said. “There are already
enough shops in downtown Half
Moon Bay. As for the lighthouse,
the harbor is already a landmark,

only tend to cheapen the area. We
don’t want to become another Fish-!
erman's Wharf.”

The mall would block vistas of‘
the ocean, and traffic would worsen,
emergency access, he said.

“As now proposed,” De Young
said, “the project will only tend to
Carmelize the area, and our citi-.
zens won't tolerate it.”

De Young also chided the devel-
oper, a subsidiary of Westinghouse
Communities Inc., “for not even
trying to consult with residents Liv-
ing near the site. We're moderate -

people, but it's things like that that
makes people become radicalized.” -

While supervisors would not
predict the outcome of Tuesday’s:
meeting, a source who requested
anonymity said late last week, “It-
looks like a 4-1 vote in favor of the”
developer.”

Ex-KKK chief lags
in GOP caucus vote

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW ORLEANS — State Sen.
Ben Bagert easily outdistanced
state Rep. David Duke and Secre-
tary of State Fox McKeithen in
GOP caucuses across Louisiana,
giving him a boost in his bid to
oppose mcumbent U.S. Sen. Ben-
nett Johnson. -

Bagert won 383, or 70 percent,
of the 544 delegates selected at 14
caucuses Saturday.

Duke, a former Ku Klux Klan
leader whose election to the legisla-
ture last year was opposed by na-
tional Republican Party leaders,
won 27 delegates. McKeithen won
25, and 109 of the delegates were
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Approve
Harbor Vlllage has merit,”
but in scaled-down form

A planned development near Pillar Point
Harbor is inappropriately large for the area,
and is incompatible with the flavor of Pillar
Point, one of the state’s Iast working, commer-
cial harbors J!’J‘} LA B

A three-story, 95-unit hotel, 280-seat
restaurant and a glass-enclosed shopping mall

C
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smaller prolect

would be topped off w1th a75- foot replica of a

lighthouse."
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We advocate a smaller hotel with adjoining .

restaurant, and full disclosure of the develop-
ment company’s plans for the remainder of the

&

undeveloped site. We urge the San Mateo

County Board of Supervisors to meet Coast-
side residents halfway by approving a scaled-
down project.

The appallmg fake lighthouse and nearby
shopping area is too commercial for the rustic
Coastside, which boasts two authentic light-
houses that helped guide vessels away from the -

treacherous rocky shore. The project conjurs

images of San Francisco’s Pier 39. As prop-
osed, the development is too theatrical, in stark
contrast with the reality of daily life at a work-
ing harbor
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"many Coastside busines}es

_supewlsors to heed the thoughtful com%rom-
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Westmghouse the property owner, has
provided detailed schematics of the proposed
Pillar Point Harbor Village, to be located on a

- nine-acre vacant lot near Highway 1 and Capl-

strano Road. But the company has not detailed
what it plans to do with the remaming 15 acres

_of the parcel not mcluded in Harbor Village

1t e o

plans. <M TR

The addition of another hotel and restaur-
ant’s tax revenues and jobs would be welcome,
as would the increased_tourist dollars that
‘would

A group in opposmon ‘to “the project
Concerned Citizens of the Coastside, has
stressed that it has nothing against commercial
development but opposes only the Harbor

‘Village’s size, which will block wews and

generate traffic woes in the area. :

Residents choose to live on -the coast
precisely because of its rural character, open
spaces and harbor views, half of which will be
obscured by this project. The coast is thankful-
ly void of enclosed shopping malls and three
story hotels.

If the supervisors embrace the suggesuons
for sca]mg down the project, the land’s deve-
lopers win and the Coastside wins. We urge the
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